

      JavaScript is disabled on your browser.
      Please enable JavaScript to use all the features on this page.
      [image: ]
    

Skip to main contentSkip to article
[image: Elsevier logo]





	Journals & Books

	


	Search



RegisterSign in






	View PDF
	Download full issue

Search ScienceDirect










[image: Elsevier]
Psychiatry Research
Volume 335, May 2024, 115835

[image: Psychiatry Research]

Using transcranial alternating current stimulation to enhance working memory skills in youths with 22q11.2 deletion syndrome: A randomized double-blind sham-controlled study
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Highlights

	·Transcranial alternating current stimulation (tACS) was well-tolerated among young individuals with 22q11.2 deletion syndrome (22q11.2DS).

	·One session of tACS yielded significant improvements in visual working memory performance.

	·The enhancement in WM performance was greater after the tACS session compared to during the session, demonstrating stronger offline effects than online effects.




Abstract
Abnormal cognitive development, particularly working memory (WM) deficits, is among the first apparent manifestations of psychosis. Yet, cognitive impairment only shows limited response to current pharmacological treatment. Alternative interventions to target cognition are highly needed in individuals at high risk for psychosis, like carriers of 22q11.2 deletion syndrome (22q11.2DS). Here we applied theta-tuned transcranial alternating current stimulation (tACS) between frontal and temporal regions during a visual WM task in 34 deletion carriers. We conducted a double-blind sham-controlled study over three consecutive days. The stimulation parameters were derived from individual structural MRI scan and HD-EEG data acquired at baseline (Day 1) to model current intensity and individual preferential theta peak. Participants were randomized to either sham or tACS (Days 2 and 3) and then completed a visual WM task and a control task. Our findings reveal that tACS was safe and well-tolerated among participants. We found a significantly increased accuracy in the visual WM but not the control task following tACS. Moreover, this enhancement in WM accuracy was greater after tACS than during tACS, indicating stronger offline effects than online effects. Our study therefore supports the application of repeated sessions of brain stimulation in 22q11.2DS.
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